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Dear Sir/Madam,

[bookmark: Start]REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REF: FOI2026/01987

I write in connection with your request for information dated 28th September in which you seek access to the information stated:

*       "Motorcycle" means any powered two-wheeled vehicle, including mopeds and scooters. If your records use a different definition, please say what it is.
*       "Motorcycle theft" means any recorded offence of theft or unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle (or the equivalent classification in Scotland or Northern Ireland) where the vehicle was a motorcycle.
*       "2023" and "2025" mean the calendar years 1 January to 31 December.
Questions
Q2. Motorcycle theft has no Home Office crime classification of its own and is recorded within the general Theft of a Motor Vehicle category. Does your force use any marker, tag, qualifier, internal code or vehicle-type field that allows motorcycle thefts to be identified separately within that category? If so, please describe it and state whether completing it is mandatory.
Q3. The number of motorcycles reported stolen in your force area in 2023 and in 2025. If these figures cannot be produced from your crime recording system without a manual review of individual records, please say so, and say what would be needed to make it possible.
Q4. Details of any operations, dedicated resourcing or cross-force intelligence-sharing arrangements aimed specifically at motorcycle theft between 1 January 2023 and the date of this request, with approximate dates.
Q5. The number of motorcycle theft offences in which a suspect was identified, in 2023 and in 2025.
Q6. Of the offences in Q5, the number that resulted in a charge for theft, handling stolen goods or conspiracy, rather than taking without consent alone, in 2023 and in 2025.
Q7. The number of stolen motorcycles recovered in 2023 and in 2025. If these figures cannot be produced without a manual review of individual records, please say so.
Q8. A copy of any written policy, protocol or guidance on how officers or the control room respond to a live tracker or GPS activation alert on a stolen motorcycle. If there is no motorcycle-specific version, please provide the one that covers stolen vehicles generally.
Q9. The number of times since 29 June 2026 an officer has authorised a search under section 26A of the Theft Act 1968 (inserted by section 171 of the Crime and Policing Act 2026) in relation to a stolen motorcycle, and a copy of any written policy or training material on the use of that power. If this power does not apply in your jurisdiction, please say so.
Q10. Details of any engagement your force has had on secure motorcycle parking provision since 1 January 2023, with a local authority or otherwise, for example advice from Designing Out Crime Officers or involvement in Park Mark/Safer Parking assessments covering motorcycle parking. If no central record is held, please say so.
How to answer
Please answer each question under its number, giving figures as 2023 / 2025. Where information is not held, please say so against that question rather than leaving it out. A statement that a figure cannot be produced without a manual review of records is a complete answer to that part of the question.
If answering the whole request would exceed the cost limit, please tell me, under your duty to advise and assist, which questions can be answered within it. My order of priority is Q2, Q3, Q7, Q8, Q9, Q5, Q6, Q4, Q11.
 
Please accept this letter as an acknowledgement of receipt of your request, which has been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act). (FOIA)


DECISION

I have today decided to disclose the located information to you:

Q2. We have a vehicle type descriptor, “motorcycle” is an option for selection

Q3. As attached

Q4. Road Policing Unit have not carried out any specifice operations during the time period requested.

Q5. As attached

Q6. As attached

Q7. As attached

Q8. There is no specific City of London Police policy. Although our control room may mention it over the air, any tracker activations would be controlled by the Metropolitan Police Service as per all stolen vehicles.

Q9. Section 26A of the Theft Act 1968 has yet to be fully implemented into law. As such it is n/a for City of London Police at this present time. 

Q10. Informaiton not held. This would be run at the request of The City of London Corporation.

.
Under the Act, public authorities are required to provide recorded information that is held at the time of the request. However, the Act does not require us to create new information, including undertaking data analysis, interpretation, or the generation of new reports beyond what is already held.

In accordance with these provisions, we often provide the relevant information in its raw format, as recorded in our systems. Any further analysis or interpretation of the data would be for you, as the applicant, to undertake.

If you require any clarification regarding the information provided, please let us know. However, please note that we are only able to offer guidance on the structure or context of the data, rather than carrying out additional processing or analysis.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the figures presented. However, it is important to understand that this data has been extracted from multiple sources used by police forces for operational purposes. The details provided in response to your request may be subject to the inherent inaccuracies of large-scale recording systems.

As a result, care should be taken to consider the limitations of data collection processes when interpreting the information. The figures provided represent our best interpretation of the data relevant to your request. However, it is important to recognise that the collation of data for ad hoc requests may have inherent limitations, which should be taken into account when using this information.

If you choose to publish or otherwise use the enclosed data, we kindly ask that you acknowledge the considerations highlighted in this document. This is to avoid any risk of misleading the public or official bodies, or misrepresenting the relevance or context of the information disclosed.

In keeping with the Freedom of Information Act, we assume that all information can be released to the public unless it is exempt. In line with normal practice we are therefore releasing the information which you requested, via the City of London Police website. 

I hope that this information meets your requirements. I would like to assure you that we have provided you with all relevant information that the City of London Police holds.

The City of London Police is responsible for an extremely small part of London, comprising of the financial square mile in the centre of the City. The resident population is also extremely small, comprising of fewer than 9,000 individuals.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, or the decision which has been reached, you have the right to ask for an internal review.  Internal review requests must be submitted within two months of the date of this response and should be addressed to:

Freedom of Information 
Information Management Services
Bishopsgate Police Station
182 Bishopsgate
EC2M 4NP 
E-mail: Information.access@cityoflondon.police.uk


Please mark your complaint clearly and remember to quote the reference number in all correspondence.  You have the right to ask the Information Commissioner (ICO) to investigate any aspect of your complaint.  However, please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning his investigation.


Thank you for your interest in the City of London Police.


Yours faithfully

Information Access Team
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